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obligation, and consequently of force, to exclude France
from Inheriting by daughters ? Or, lastly, if that law be of
human institution, may it not be enacted in any state, with
whatever extent or limitation the legislature shall think fit?
For the notion of an unchangeable human law is an ab-
surdity in government, to be believed only by ignorance,
and.supported by power. From hence it follows, that the
children of the late Queen of France, although she had
renounced, were as legally excluded from succeeding to
Spain, as if the salique law had been fundamental in that
kingdom; since that exclusion was established by every
power in Spain, which could possibly give a sanction to any
law there; and therefore the Duke of Anjou's title is wholly
founded upon the bequest of his predecessor (which hath
great authority in that monarchy, as it formerly had in
ours), upon the confirmation of the Cortes, and the general
consent of the people.

It is certain, the faith of princes is so frequently sub-
servient to their ambition, that renunciations have little
validity, otherwise than from the powers and parties whose
interest it is to support them. But this renunciation, which
the Queen hath exacted from the French King and his
grandson, I take to be armed with all the essential circum-
stances that can .fortify such an act. For as it is necessary,
for the security of every prince in Europe, that those two
great kingdoms should never be united ; so the chief among
them will readily consent to be guarantees for preventing
such a misfortune.

Besides, this proposal (according to Her Majesty's ex-
pression in her speech) is of such a nature, that it executes
itself; because the Spaniards, who dread such an union, for
every reason that can have weight among men, took care
that their king should not only renounce, in the most
solemn manner; but likewise, that the act should be framed
in the strongest terms themselves could invent, or we could
furnish them with. As to France, upon supposal of the
young dauphin's dying in a few years, that kingdom will not
be in a condition to engage in a long war against a power-
ful alliance, fortified with the addition of the Spaniards, and
the party of the Duke of Berry, or whoever else shall be
next claimer: and the longer the present dauphin lives, the